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stjosephcathedral.churchgiving.com

Scan to Donate with WeShare 
Click on Social Ministry Collection

Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph 
Thank you for your generosity! 

sanjosesymphonicchoir.org

San José Symphonic Choir is supported, in part, by a  
Cultural Affairs grant from the City of San José and by  

SVCreates, in partnership with the County of Santa Clara.

      SEASON 101: New Century
    2025-2026 

Season of Hope is made possible by a 
generous grant from PARKSJ, and with 

sponsorship from The San Francisco 49ers, 
LifeScience PLUS, NoonArts & Lectures, 

and Silicon Valley Arts Coalition.  
A special thank you with gratitude for  
the support of and collaboration with 

Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph.



Maestro Leroy Kromm has served as Artistic Director for the San 
José Symphonic Choir since 1985. Throughout his career, he has 
achieved widespread recognition as a versatile conductor, soloist, 
pianist, and teacher. Under Kromm’s inspiring direction, SJSC has 
fl ourished, increasing in size and growing in artistry. In addition to 
directing SJSC, he is on the voice faculty at Santa Clara University.

Maestro Kromm received bachelor’s degrees in applied music and 
music education and a master’s degree in vocal performance from 

the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. He has also achieved great acclaim as a 
vocalist, performing in opera, oratorio, and musical theater, and recording on various 
labels including Harmonia Mundi, New World Records, and Mode Records.

Kromm has long served as a clinician and consultant nationally in academia as well as 
in the Hollywood fi lm industry. Some of his most memorable collaborations include 
those with composer and friend, the late Henry Mollicone, as well as: performing War 
Scenes with composer Ned Rorem at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music; singing 
art songs by Jake Heggie, with the composer at the piano, for the James Schwabacher 
Series; singing the title role of Tartuffe, with the composer Kirke Mechem supervising, 
at Stanford University; and conducting Ancient Voices of Children under the 
supervision of composer George Crumb at Santa Clara University.

San José Symphonic Choir is a volunteer chorus, currently 
celebrating the beginning of its second century of performing 
electrifying and unforgettable choral works and contemporary 
pieces. Since its inception in 1924, SJSC has provided its 

community with live performances, music education, collaboration with local musicians, 
and the promotion of regional composers such as Craig Bohmler, Deke Sharon, and 
the late Henry Mollicone, whose Beatitude Mass and Misa de los Inmigrantes it 
premiered. Concert listings include Bach’s B Minor Mass, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, 
Verdi’s Requiem, Brahms’s Ein Deutsches Requiem, and Mozart’s Great Mass in C minor,
all under the inspiring leadership of Maestro Leroy Kromm. International tours allow 
SJSC to share the joy of choral masterpieces in locations including Germany, Australia, 
Great Britain, Scandinavia, Turkey, Greece, Slovenia, and Austria. Members come from 
all walks of life and have varying degrees of singing experience, but each season 
without fail, these 80 to 100 individual voices become one — they become the San José 
Symphonic Choir: “ordinary people making extraordinary music.”

Adrien Cotta, the accompanist for SJSC, has a Classics degree from 
Oxford University and a master’s degree in piano from the Royal 
College of Music, London, where he studied with John Barstow 
(who taught Barry Douglas) for six years. He has played organ at 
churches since the age of nine, and currently serves as organist and 
music director at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in San José. In 
November 2025 he was featured as organist in SJSC’s fall concert, in 
a performance of the beautiful Durufl é Requiem, Op. 9.

About San José Symphonic Choir



Hodie Christus natus est (10th-century Gregorian chant)
Today Christ is born;
today the Savior has appeared;
today the Angels sing,
the Archangels rejoice;
today the righteous rejoice, saying:

	 Glory to God in the highest. Alleluia!

Verbum caro factum est (1591) 	 Hans Leo Hassler (1564 - 1612)
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we  
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father)  
full of grace and truth. (John 1.14)

		
Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day 	 John Gardner (1933 - 1982)

O magnum mysterium 	 Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943)
O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, that animals should  
see the new-born Lord, lying in a manger! Blessed is the Virgin  
whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. Alleluia!

Richte Mich, Gott op. 78, no. 2 	 Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809 - 1847) 
Why do you sadden yourself, my soul, and why are you so restless  
within me? Wait for God; for I will yet thank him, because he is 
the help of my countenance, and my God.

Will the Circle Be Unbroken 	 arr. J. David Moore (b. 1962)

Carol of the Bells 	 arr. Peter Wilhousky (1902 - 1978)

When the Stars Are Gone 	 Henry Mollicone (1946 - 2022)

Still, Still, Still (Traditional Austrian Carol) 	 arr. Norman Luboff (1917 - 1987)
 
Do You Hear What I Hear? 	 Noel Regney (1922 - 2002)  
			   and Gloria Shayne (1923 - 2008)

Concert Program
Leroy Kromm, conductor

	 Adrien Cotta, piano	 Samuel Cotta, cello
	 Ethan Cotta, violin	 Annelise Cotta, flute
	 Evan Fine, violin	 Matthew Cotta, trumpet



Presentation: Sharon Miller, Catholic Charities Cathedral Social Ministries
 
Campana Sobre Campana (Andalusian Carol) 	 arr. Conrad Susa (1935 - 2013)

Bell above bell
And above that bell, another one
Take a look at the window
You’ll see the Baby in his cradle.

Bethlehem, O Bells of Bethlehem!
That the angels are playing
What news do you bring to me?

Having picked up your herd
Where do you go, little shepherd?
I’m going to take to the gate
Cheese, butter, and wine. 

A la Nanita Nana 	 José Ramón Gomis (1856 - 1939) 
			   arr. Norman Luboff (1917 - 1987)

Lullaby, lullaby, lullaby; my baby’s sleepy, bless him, bless him.  
Little spring bubbling clear and loud, nightingale singing plaintively  
in the forest: keep quiet while the cradle rocks to and fro, Lullaby, lullaby.

Silent Night 	 Franz Gruber (1787 - 1863)	
			   arr. Norman Luboff (1917 - 1987)

Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah, HWV 56 	 George Frideric Handel (1685 - 1759)

About Catholic Charities Cathedral Social Ministries

The Cathedral Social Ministries is dedicated to serving those who are homeless, 
those released from incarceration, and other vulnerable residents. We help them 
improve the quality of their lives, integrating health and social services in the belief 
every human being is blessed with God-given dignity. Each day, the program 
serves individuals who represent a wide variety of denominations, ethnicities, and 
traditions. Services are provided free of charge through three programs: The 
Window, Healthcare Clinic, and Bridges of Hope.



★ A one-of-a-kind volunteer organization 
made up of 19 member groups, with 600+ 
performers represented, who produce and 
present nearly 150 local live concerts and 
events to thousands in our community, 
each season for 23 years!
 
★ Designed to empower our members to 
enrich the cultural landscape through 
diverse, accessible, and engaging 
performing arts, we cultivate, shape ideas 
and celebrate the arts in Silicon Valley.
  

Season of Hope captures everything we stand for in the 
arts — connection, and community. It’s a time when 
the spirit of our city meets the generosity of its people. 
Together, we create something extraordinary — music 
that not only lifts our hearts but also lifts our 
neighbors in need.

In 1996, as part of the Season of Hope founding team, Sharon Miller of Catholic 
Charities Cathedral Social Ministries (CCCSM) helped shape a collective vision: to offer 
free cultural performances while supporting charitable programs that serve our most 
vulnerable neighbors. Her dedication continues to exemplify the transformative power 
of giving.

All donations and goodwill offerings this evening support CCCSM, providing 
hospitality, meals, healthcare, and re-entry assistance for those rebuilding their lives. 
Every note tonight helps individuals and families facing hardship and transition.

As we reflect on this evening, we’re reminded of how traditions like Season of Hope 
unite us as a community — enriching our lives and strengthening our connections. 

Thank you for being here this evening.

Wishing you peace, joy, and love this holiday season.
— Silicon Valley Arts Coalition

We are Silicon Valley Arts Coalition

Discover SVAC! 

Join our mailing list 
and never miss a 
performance.

Let the Arts Inspire!

Silicon Valley Arts Coalition  
Member Groups:
American Beethoven Society
Free Music Academy of Silicon Valley
Lyric Theatre
Mission Chamber Orchestra
New Millennium Chamber Orchestra 
NoonArts & Lectures
Nova Vista Symphony
Peninsula Symphony
Santa Clara Performing Arts Foundation
San Francisco Brass Band
San Jose Chamber Music Society
San Jose Metropolitan Band
San José Symphonic Choir
San Jose Wind Symphony
Silicon Valley Chapter of the American  
	 Harp Society
South Bay Guitar Society
South Bay Philharmonic
South Valley Symphony
The Winchester Orchestra of San Jose
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