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Johann Sebastian Bach

Mass in B Minor
With San José Baroque Orchestra

April 2025
St. Joseph of Cupertino, Cupertino

Ludwig van Beethoven

Symphony No. 9
In collaboration with Nova Vista Symphony
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Mt. View Center for the Performing Arts, 
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The Extraordinary 100th Anniversary 
season continues in 2025!

Mark your calendars  
for these upcoming concerts!
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Maestro Leroy Kromm, director of the San José Symphonic Choir 
since 1985, has achieved widespread recognition as a versatile 
conductor, soloist, pianist, and teacher over the span of a fifty-year 
career in music performance. Currently holding posts as a member of 
the collegiate voice faculties at the San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music and Santa Clara University, he was formerly the chorus master of 
the Monterey Symphony and served on the voice faculty at California 
State University, Fresno. 

Maestro Kromm received bachelor’s degrees in applied music and music education, and a 
master’s degree in vocal performance from University of Illinois, Urbana-Champagne. He 
has achieved great acclaim performing in opera, oratorio, and musical theatre, recording on 
several recording labels including Harmonia Mundi, New World Records, and Mode 
Records. Kromm has long served as a clinician and consultant nationally in academia as well 
as in the Hollywood film industry. Some of his most memorable collaborations include 
performing War Scenes with its composer, Ned Rorem, at San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music; singing art songs by Jake Heggie with the composer at the piano, for the James 
Schwabacher series; singing the title role of Tartuffe with the composer, Kirke Mechem, 
supervising, at Stanford University; and conducting Ancient Voices of Children under the 
supervision of composer George Crumb, at Santa Clara University. 

Under Maestro Kromm’s inspiring direction, SJSC has flourished and grown in size and 
musicianship. Notable recent performances include Handel’s Dixit Dominus, Haydn’s The 
Creation, and Mozart’s Great Mass in C minor, performed with period instruments, as well 
as Britten’s War Requiem, Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis, Verdi’s Messa da Requiem, and the 
world premieres of multiple large works of Henry Mollicone. 

During its 2024 - 2025 season, San José Symphonic Choir 
proudly celebrates its 100th anniversary with the presentation 
of several of the world’s choral masterpieces, all under the 
baton of the inspiring and beloved Maestro Leroy Kromm.  
This centennial season continues the SJSC legacy of performing 
electrifying and unforgettable choral works with symphony 

orchestra: its concert listings include performances of Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms, 
Vaughan Williams’s Sea Symphony, Handel’s Messiah and Dixit Dominus, Bach’s B Minor 
Mass and St. Matthew Passion, and Brahms’s Ein Deutsches Requiem. An all-volunteer choir 
since its founding in 1924, SJSC has provided its community with live performances, music 
education, collaborations with local musicians, and the promotion of regional composers 
such as Craig Bohmler, Deke Sharon, and the late Henry Mollicone, whose Beatitude Mass 
and Misa de los Inmigrantes it premiered. Members come from all walks of life and have 
varying degrees of singing experience, but each season without fail, these 80 to 100 
individual voices become one; they become San José Symphonic Choir, “ordinary people 
making extraordinary music.” 

About San José Symphonic Choir
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Adrien Cotta, the accompanist for SJSC, has a Classics degree from 
Oxford University and a master’s degree in piano from the Royal 
College of Music, London, where he studied with John Barstow (who 
taught Barry Douglas) for six years. He has played organ at churches 
since the age of nine, and is currently music director at Trinity 
Cathedral in San José. In December 2023 he was featured in SJSC’s 
holiday concert with Nova Vista Symphony playing the Saint-Saëns 
Symphony No. 3, the “Organ Symphony.”

About Catholic Charities Cathedral Social Ministries

Catholic Charities Cathedral Social Ministries (CCCSM) is located at John XXIII 
Multi Service Center, 195 E. San Fernando St. across the street from San José 
State University, centered in a cul-de-sac with City Hall and Recovery Café.

CCCSM provides services to the neediest members of our community through several 
programs. Your donations help support us, and have contributed to the following 
outcomes:

•	 This past year, through The Window, provided 1,899 people with a safe and secure 
place to receive their mail while connecting them with shelter, housing, employment, 
Social Security benefits, veteran’s benefits, legal help, emotional support, and food. 
With an average of 150 people a day, we helped 531 people inch their way out of 
homelessness.

•	 CCCSM’s two-year grant with the California Health Care Foundation provided both 
primary health care and social services though our partner Gardner Health Care 
Services. An on-site free clinic served 307 unhoused people with chronic health issues. 
This pilot program also assisted us in housing 45 people, increasing our integrated 
approach to service.

•	 Bridges of Hope Faith Based Reentry case-managed 189 people released from our 
county jails. CCCSM was nominated for the HERO Program of the Year by the Santa 
Clara County Behavioral Health Board. A new position achieved a 98% success rate of 
creating stability and preventing recidivism through focusing on the children of 
incarcerated parents with the goal of breaking the cycle of generational incarceration.

•	 Inmate Support Services works exclusively inside our county jails. Visits to 8,000 
inmates provided 6,116 books, assisted with reading glasses, notary services, and 
family inmate communication, as well as assisting with accessing health care inside the 
jails, including educational/career prep journaling classes.



Veni Emmanuel (Processional)	 Anonymous 

Lost in the Night	 Finnish folk melody 
		  arr. F. Melius Christiansen

O Come All Ye Faithful 	 Latin hymn 
		  arr. Norman Luboff

Carol of the Bells 	 Ukrainian carol	
		  arr. Peter J. Wilhousky

Sonce Ze Zahaja (Ave Maria)	 Slovenian song	
		  Josef Gruber 

Pa se Slis (Do You Hear?)	 Slovenian song 
		  Karol Pahor

Bogoroditse Devo, from All Night Vigil 	 Russian liturgy 
		  Sergei Rachmaninoff

A Mighty Fortress is Our God	 German chorale 
		  Martin Luther, arr. Carl Mueller 

A La Nanita Nana 	 Spanish carol 
		  arr. Norman Luboff

Sing Gently 	 Contemporary American 
		  Eric Whitacre

Do You Hear What I Hear?	 American melody* 
		  Noel Regney & Gloria Shayne, arr. Harry Simeone

Sure On This Shining Night	 American setting of James Agee poem 
		  Morten Lauridsen

Silent Night	 German carol 
		  Franz Gruber, arr. Norman Luboff

*Written during the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 as a plea for peace.

Program



★ A volunteer dot-org of 15 dynamic member 
groups, with 500+ performers represented, 
who produce and present nearly 100 local live 
concerts and events to thousands in our 
community, each season for 22 years!
 
★ We bring together local performing arts 
organizations to shape and cultivate artistic 
collaboration, exchange ideas, and celebrate 
and support the arts in our community.
 
★ A one-of-a-kind dot-org designed to 
empower our members to enrich the cultural 
landscape of Silicon Valley through diverse, 
accessible, and engaging performing arts.
 

Silicon Valley Arts Coalition  
Member Groups:
American Beethoven Society
Lyric Theatre
Mission Chamber Orchestra
New Millennium Chamber Orchestra
NoonArts & Lectures
Nova Vista Symphony
Santa Clara Performing Arts Foundation
San Jose Chamber Music Society
San Jose Metropolitan Band
San José Symphonic Choir
San Jose Wind Symphony
Silicon Valley Chapter of the American Harp  
    Society
South Bay Guitar Society
South Bay Philharmonic
The Winchester Orchestra of San Jose

Thank you for joining us for this very special Season of 
Hope in collaboration with the San José Symphonic Choir.

Activating this cherished San José tradition fills us with joy 
and gratitude. It’s a celebration of community, music, and 
the shared spirit of hope that brings us all together. 

As we reflect on this evening, we are reminded of the 
importance of traditions like Season of Hope in enriching our lives and uniting us as a 
community. Heartfelt appreciation for Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph for their support and 
generosity. In 1996, as part of the Season of Hope founding team, Sharon Miller of Catholic 
Charities Cathedral Social Ministries (CCCSM) brought a collective vision to offer free cultural 
performances while supporting charitable works in our community. Her dedication exemplifies 
the transformative power of giving to the underserved in our community. We are grateful.

We are excited to reimagine Season of Hope in 2025 — bigger, brighter, and filled with 
more unforgettable performances that inspire and uplift. 

Wishing you Peace and Love this holiday season.
Cindy
Cindy Cooper, President,  
    Silicon Valley Arts Coalition
San José Symphonic Choir, Alto 1, 
    Board of Directors: Marketing

We Are Silicon Valley Arts Coalition

Discover SVAC and  
explore our events calendar:

Let the Arts Inspire!
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