
San José Symphonic Choir is supported in part, 
by a Cultural Affairs grant from the City of San 

José, by SVCreates in partnership with the County 
of Santa Clara, and by generous grants from the 

Farrington Foundation and the Peery Foundation.

Vivace Youth Chorus of San José is partially 
funded by grants from the City of San José Office 

of Cultural Affairs, Silicon Valley Creates in 
partnership with the County of Santa Clara,  

and individual donors.

SJSC THANKS: 
Dunham and Associates
www.dunhamcpas.com

and
Weiher Creative

www.weihercreative.com

Holiday magic provided by
Vivace Youth Chorus of San José
performing carols in the lobby

PRESENTS

Maestro Leroy Kromm, 
Artistic Director

Monday,  
December 2, 2024 

7:30 PM

You-Sing -It 
Messiah

with San José 
Baroque Orchestra



Our thanks to Kristina Nakagawa, Executive Artistic 

Director, and the Vivace Youth Chorus of San José,
whose beautiful caroling always provides such a lovely 

beginning to the evening!

Don’t miss the return of
Season of Hope

A free concert

Bringing the entire community

the spirit of the season

San José Symphonic Choir
Leroy Kromm, Artistic Director

In collaboration with  
Silicon Valley Arts Coalition 

and Catholic Charities  
of Santa Clara County

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16 
7:30PM

Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph

80 South Market St., San José, CA

Johann Sebastian Bach

Mass in B Minor

With San José Baroque Orchestra

Sunday, April 13, 2025
St. Joseph of Cupertino, Cupertino

Ludwig van Beethoven

Symphony No. 9

In partnership with Nova Vista Symphony

Friday, June 6, 2025
Mt. View Center for the Performing Arts, Mt. View

The Extraordinary 100th Anniversary 
season continues in 2025!

Mark your calendars  
for these upcoming concerts!
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Maestro Leroy Kromm, director of the San José Symphonic Choir 
since 1985, has achieved widespread recognition as a versatile 
conductor, soloist, pianist, and teacher over the span of a fifty-year 
career in music performance. Currently holding posts as a member of 
the collegiate voice faculties at the San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music and Santa Clara University, he was formerly the chorus master of 
the Monterey Symphony and served on the voice faculty at California 
State University, Fresno. 

Maestro Kromm received bachelor’s degrees in applied music and music education, and a 
master’s degree in vocal performance from University of Illinois, Urbana-Champagne. He 
has achieved great acclaim performing in opera, oratorio, and musical theatre, recording on 
several recording labels including Harmonia Mundi, New World Records, and Mode 
Records. Kromm has long served as a clinician and consultant nationally in academia as well 
as in the Hollywood film industry. Some of his most memorable collaborations include 
performing War Scenes with its composer, Ned Rorem, at San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music; singing art songs by Jake Heggie with the composer at the piano, for the James 
Schwabacher series; singing the title role of Tartuffe with the composer, Kirke Mechem, 
supervising, at Stanford University; and conducting Ancient Voices of Children under the 
supervision of composer George Crumb, at Santa Clara University. 

Under Maestro Kromm’s inspiring direction, SJSC has flourished and grown in size and 
musicianship. Notable recent performances include Handel’s Dixit Dominus, Haydn’s The 
Creation, and Mozart’s Great Mass in C minor, performed with period instruments, as well 
as Britten’s War Requiem, Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis, Verdi’s Messa da Requiem, and the 
world premieres of multiple large works of Henry Mollicone. 

During its 2024 - 2025 season, San José Symphonic Choir 
proudly celebrates its 100th anniversary with the presentation 
of several of the world’s choral masterpieces, all under the 
baton of the inspiring and beloved Maestro Leroy Kromm.  
This centennial season continues the SJSC legacy of performing 
electrifying and unforgettable choral works with symphony 

orchestra: its concert listings include performances of Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms, 
Vaughan Williams’s Sea Symphony, Handel’s Messiah and Dixit Dominus, Bach’s B Minor 
Mass and St. Matthew Passion, and Brahms’s Ein Deutsches Requiem. An all-volunteer choir 
since its founding in 1924, SJSC has provided its community with live performances, music 
education, collaborations with local musicians, and the promotion of regional composers 
such as Craig Bohmler, Deke Sharon, and the late Henry Mollicone, whose Beatitude Mass 
and Misa de los Inmigrantes it premiered. Members come from all walks of life and have 
varying degrees of singing experience, but each season without fail, these 80 to 100 
individual voices become one; they become San José Symphonic Choir, “ordinary people 
making extraordinary music.” 
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Vivace Youth Chorus, founded in 2003, empowers young 
singers to discover their spirit of creativity, compassion, 
and collaboration through the beauty of song. Vivace 
provides the opportunity for youth ages 6 - 18 to 
experience choral music education in an open and 
nurturing environment that builds community, confidence, 
and artistic growth and fosters an awareness of 
participants’ cultures and shared human experience. This 

foundation encourages inclusivity and a greater capacity for empathy. Vivace Youth 
Chorus’s core values are commitment to choral excellence, regard for each child, harmony 
among singers and their families, and respect for the cultures that comprise their diverse 
community. Vivace’s long-term goal is for singers to possess an acute awareness of the 
value and importance of the arts in their communities, and to become life-long contributors 
and supporters of the arts.

Pranav Balaji
Ella Calvert
Leila Calvert
Violet Cameron
Audrey Clouse
Zuri Dev
Hrishita Diwan
Charlotte Fierro
Mila Filippova
Angela Fong

Jade Hankins
Jessie Hankins
Mo Jebian
Grace Jensen
Myzin Kroneman
Simon Kroneman
Maribel Montoro
Miranda Nelson
Laura Nita
Evie Salacain

Jettemarie Sandstrom
Lailah Sarasohn
Rhea Sharma
Laia Skup
Jonathan Stitchnoth
Michael Talmor
Tanishka Taware
Evie Watt

2024 Vivace Youth Chorus

Adrien Cotta, the accompanist for SJSC, has a Classics degree from 
Oxford University and a master’s degree in piano from the Royal 
College of Music, London, where he studied with John Barstow (who 
taught Barry Douglas) for six years. He has played organ at churches 
since the age of nine, and is currently music director at Trinity 
Cathedral in San José. In December 2023 he was featured in SJSC’s 
holiday concert with Nova Vista Symphony playing the Saint-Saëns 
Symphony No. 3, the “Organ Symphony.”
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San José Symphonic Choir

Soprano 1

Cindy Asrir
Christina Chang
Deborah Ellis
Rosemary Farrow
Heather Gilson
Kristin Grillo
Pearl Gunsell
Huong Ho
Sunny Huang
Marcia Jeiroudi
Clare Lee
Patti Lemon
Tiffany Lim
Sharon Miller
Gwen Montgomery
Tara O’Reilly
Barbara Reynolds
Pamela Sander
Laura Spoelstra
Susan St. Claire**
Sukha Sundin
Cindy Thompson

Soprano 2

Linda Blum
Melinda Collins Campbell
Janet Chiang
Anne Cleveland
Janice Goertz
Crystal Govea
Betsy Hobson
Cynthia Jewett
Sally LeSchofs
Erin Lo
Aprille Lucero
Martha Mamula
Hilary Siemer
Yuko Umezawa
Sylvia Yeh

Alto 1

Jemma Bayliss
Patti Conner
Cynthia Cooper
Bonnie Fritz
Carol Hack
Amy Hansen
Beth Howard-Pitney
Natalie Ives-Drouillard
Gail Jessen**
Rachel Kalin
Katelin Kloberg
Sandy LaFave
Sally Logothetti
Barbara Metzler
Patricia O’Brien
Roslyn Raney
Lonna Smith*
Janet Souza
Claudia Topete-Sanchez
Diana Tsui
Amy Ulug
Jo Watt
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San José Symphonic Choir (continued)

Violin 1

Kati Kyme, concertmaster 
Maxine Nemerovski 
Gail Hernandez Rosa 
Pauline Kempf 
 
Violin 2

Anthony Martin, principal 
Titia Martin 
Rachel Hurwitz 
Jennifer Redondas 
 

Viola

Jacob Joseph
Caitlyn Keen 

Cello

William Skeen, principal 
Frédéric Rosselet 
Francis Fedora 

Double Bass

Kristin Zoernig 
Daniel Turkos 
 

Trumpet

Melissa Rodgers
Charles Ryan

Timpani

Kent Reed

Harpsichord

Jonathan Salzedo

San José Baroque Orchestra

Alto 2

Cornelia Bohle-Neubrand
Debra Brau
Jane Centers
Sonja Cook
Sandra Hendrickson
Sarah Hsiao
Paula Hucal
Cynthia Kilian
Marcie Nguyen
Hollie Parker-Winzenread
Julie Roseman
Kristie Starink
Kim Van Tran
Jaunell Waldo
Mary Wirth**

Tenor

John Barber
Shane Patrick Connolly
Evert Cooper
Aaron Eberhardt 
Alex Friedlander
Henry Gardella
Will Gardella
David Howard Pitney
Derk Johnson**
Jonathan Jun
Patrick Lynch
Matt Matthews
Nicholas Mollé
Richard Stallkamp
Wells Wadleigh

Baritone/Bass

Rod Cornell
Oscar Gardella
Ilan Glasman
Fred Hanes*
Michael Hendrickson
Spencer Hinkle
Eugene Kasper
Mark Loy
Andrew McLeod
Fernando Mendez
John Osterhout
Glenn Sander
Dan Schkolnik
Mark Slagle**
Nathan Smith
Carlos Soriano
Timothy Tsang
Paul Wendt
Cliff Winnig

 *Sectional Leaders
**Section Administrators
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Program

		  Part One
1.	 Sinfonia
2. 	 Recitative 	 Comfort ye my people
3.	 Air 	 Ev’ry valley shall be exalted
4. 	 Chorus 	 And the glory of the Lord
5. 	 Recitative 	 Thus saith the Lord
6. 	 Air 	 But who may abide the day of his coming?
7. 	 Chorus 	 And he shall purify
8. 	 Recitative 	 Behold, a virgin shall conceive
9. 	 Air and Chorus 	 O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion
10. 	 Recitative 	 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth
11. 	 Air 	 The people that walked in darkness
12. 	 Chorus 	 For unto us a child is born
13. 	 Pifa 	 Pastoral Symphony
14a. 	 Recitative 	 There were shepherds abiding in the field
14b. 	 Recitative 	 And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them
15. 	 Recitative 	 And the angel said unto them
16. 	 Recitative 	 And suddenly there was with the angel
17. 	 Chorus 	 Glory to God
18. 	 Air 	 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion
19. 	 Recitative 	 Then shall the eyes of the blind
20. 	 Air 	 He shall feed his flock
21. 	 Chorus 	 His yoke is easy, and his burthen is light 

Intermission
		  Part Two

24. 	 Chorus 	 Surely he hath borne our griefs
33. 	 Chorus 	 Lift up your heads, O ye gates
40. 	 Air 	 Why do the nations so furiously rage together?
43. 	 Air 	 Thou shalt break them
44. 	 Chorus 	 Hallelujah

		  Part Three

45. 	 Air 	 I know that my redeemer liveth
46. 	 Chorus 	 Since by man came death
47. 	 Recitative 	 Behold, I tell you a mystery
48. 	 Air 	 The trumpet shall sound
53. 	 Chorus 	 Worthy is the lamb
44. (reprise) 	 Chorus	 Hallelujah
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Donors

Conductor’s Circle, $1,000+
Timothy Anderson
Paul & Melinda Campbell
Sheffield & Ann Clarke
Janet & Charles Chiang
Clarke Family Donation Fund
Mel & Janice Goertz
Pearl Gunsell
Sandra & Michael Hendrickson
Betsy Hobson
Natalie Ives-Drouillard
Marcia Jeiroudi
Cynthia Kilian
Sandy LaFave
Judith Ross Trust
Sally & John LeSchofs
Tom & Sally Logothetti
Barbara Metzler
Patty O’Brien
Roslyn Raney
Glenn & Pamela Sander
Kathleen Sharp
Michael & Lonna Smith
Timothy & Denise Tsang

President’s Circle, $750-999
Beth & David Howard-Pitney

Leader’s Circle, $500-749
Susan Carothers
Anne & George Cleveland
Rod Cornell
Todd & Amy Hansen
Dr. Phyllis Ishida
Derk & Mary Johnson
Thale MacRostie
Matt & Audrey Matthews

Benefactor, $250-499
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie C. Battersby
Cornelia & Hans-Werner Bohle-Neubrand
Jane Centers
Sonja & Michael Cook
Evert & Lynda Cooper
Leslie Crowell
Fred & Kathleen Hanes
Gail Jessen
Cynthia Jewett
Scott & Sharon Miller
Hans Werner Neubrand
O’Halloran Hucal Family Fund
Fred & Lizanne Oliver
Celia Palm
Barbara Reynolds
Steven Sosnowski
Dr. Susan St. Claire
Doug & Cindy Thompson
Jaunell Waldo
Paul Wendt

Patron, $100-249
Gary & Jenan Brandt
Jane Centers
Stan & Alice Chow
Tim Chui
Paul Dawdy
Dr. & Mrs. Rudy Dittrich
Jane Decker
Deborah Ellis
Rosemary & Robin Farrow
Teresa & Allen Fleishman
John Gerling
Gregory Hartman
Werner & Gloria Item
Jonathon Jun
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Donations received after October 21, 2024, will be included in our next program  
with our continuing gratitude for your support of our choir. 

Patron (continued)
Rachel Kalin & Byron Stevens
Patti Lemon
Ted Lorraine
Mark Loy
Sigma Alpha Iota, San Francisco  
     Peninsula Chapter 
Karyn Sinunu-Towery
Mark Slagle
Janet Souza
Alan & Peggy Spool
Richard Stallkamp
Doug & Cindy Thompson
Jo & Kriss Watt
Robert Weil
Carolyn Westphal
Mary & Dave Wirth

Friend, to $99
Cindy Asrir
John Barber
Patti Conner
Cindy Cooper
Roberta Devine
Bonnie Fritz
Henry Gardella
Tillie Hinely
Linda & Charles Jordan
Ed & Esther Keller
Clare Lee
Tiffany Lim
Peter Long
Gil & Aprille Lucero
Kathleen O’Brien
Joanne Reinecker
Ute Ritter
Claudia and E. Sanchez
Alice Swanson
Lois Tarr
Gary & Linda Tom
Dianna Yang-Dininno
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Weiher

Donors (continued)
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SJSC thanks the many volunteers, both within and outside of the choir,  
for the assistance they cheerfully provide that is vital to our success:

Board of Directors:
Sally Logothetti, President
Mark Loy, Vice President
Sally LeSchofs, VP Operations
Cindy Cooper, VP Marketing
Patti O’Brien, Treasurer
Roslyn Raney, Secretary
Cynthia Kilian, Membership Chair
Jo Watt, Music Librarian
Amy Hansen, Grants Manager

Others:
Barbara Reynolds, concert program layout
Lonna Smith, caroling coordinator and conductor
Barbara Vella, caroling accompanist
Gail Jessen, concert attire manager
Pam Sander, concert staging manager
Melinda Collins Campbell, choir historian
John LeSchofs, concert house manager
Our wonderful front of concert house volunteers
Our singers who set up/clean up the rehearsal hall every week 

Cindy Asrir
Deborah Ellis
Fred Hanes
Natalie Ives-Drouillard
Barbara Metzler
Pam Sander
Richard Stallkamp
Tim Tsang
Jaunell Waldo
Paul Wendt
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